
 

1 
 

Learning to Learn: Psychology, Memory and Motivation - 
Level 3 
 

Introduction:  

Welcome to “Learning to Learn: Psychology, Memory and Motivation,” a comprehensive 
course designed to unlock your potential as an efficient and motivated learner. 
Throughout this course, you will embark on a journey to understand the intricacies of 
the human mind, the psychology behind learning, the mechanisms of memory, and the 
drivers of motivation. 
 
Learning is a lifelong process, and the ability to learn effectively is a vital skill that can 
lead to personal development, fulfilment, and the achievement of one’s goals. Whether 
you are looking to enhance your existing knowledge, acquire new skills, or simply 
improve your ability to retain and recall information, this course will provide you with the 
tools necessary to succeed. 
 
This course is structured into several key sections, each focusing on important aspects 
of learning: 
 
Understanding How We Learn 

Delve into the cognitive processes involved in learning, explore different learning styles, 
and discover how to identify and utilise your preferred learning methods. 
 
The Science of Memory 

Learn about the different types of memory, the stages of memory formation, and 
techniques to strengthen your memory retention and recall abilities. 
 
Effective Study Techniques 

Gain insight into evidence-based study methods that have been proven to enhance 
learning efficiency, including spaced repetition, active recall, and the use of mnemonic 
devices. 
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Overcoming Learning Obstacles 

Address common challenges such as procrastination, cognitive biases, and myths 
about learning that can hinder your progress. 
 
Motivation and Mindset 

Investigate the psychological factors that influence motivation, learn how to set 
achievable goals, and understand the role of mindset in learning and personal growth. 
 
Applying What You’ve Learned 

Put theory into practice with exercises and activities designed to solidify your learning 
and memory skills, and to cultivate an enduring sense of motivation. 
 
By the end of this course, you will have developed a deeper understanding of how you 
learn, discovered techniques to improve your memory, and learnt how to maintain 
motivation even in the face of challenges. With dedication and practice, you can 
transform your approach to learning and open up a world of knowledge and 
opportunities. 
 
So, let us begin this educational journey together, where you will gain invaluable insights 
into your mind’s capacities and learn to harness the power of your intellect to its fullest 
potential. 
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Section 1: Advanced Strategies for Enhancing Memory and Motivation 

Welcome to Section 1 of the ‘Learning to Learn: Psychology, Memory and Motivation’ 
course. In this section, we will delve into advanced strategies to enhance memory 
retention and boost motivation for learning. These methods are grounded in 
psychological research and have been shown to be effective for a wide range of 
individuals. We will explore techniques such as elaborative interrogation, self-
explanation, spaced practice, and the role of motivation in learning. 

1.1 Elaborative Interrogation and Self-Explanation 

Elaborative interrogation is a process by which you enhance learning by asking yourself 
why certain facts or concepts you are trying to learn are true. It encourages you to 
integrate new information with what you already know, creating a richer knowledge 
base. To practice elaborative interrogation, after reading a statement or learning a new 
concept, ask yourself questions such as: 
 
– Why does this make sense in the context of what I know? 
– Why is this fact true? 
– How does this information fit with other things I’ve learned? 
 
This approach prompts you to think more deeply about the material and to form 
connections between new information and existing knowledge. 
 
Self-explanation is a related technique where you explain and articulate the reasons 
behind your problem-solving process or the understanding of a concept. This method 
forces you to clarify your thoughts, identify gaps in your understanding, and reinforce 
your learning. To practice self-explanation, you might: 
 
– Summarise what you have learned in your own words. 
– Explain to yourself the steps taken to solve a problem and why each step is necessary. 
– Reflect on how new information relates to what you already know. 
 
By regularly engaging in self-explanation, you will become more adept at organising and 
integrating new knowledge. 
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1.2 Spaced Practice 

Spaced practice, also known as distributed practice, involves spreading out your study 
sessions over time rather than engaging in one long cramming session. This technique 
leverages the spacing effect, a well-studied phenomenon in which learning is more 
durable and long-lasting when it is distributed across multiple sessions. 
 
To implement spaced practice, you can: 
 
– Break your study material into smaller chunks. 
– Schedule multiple sessions to review each chunk over days or weeks. 
– Use a calendar or planner to space out your study activities, ensuring you revisit each 
topic at increasing intervals. 
 
Research indicates that spaced practice can significantly improve the long-term 
retention of information. By incorporating it into your study routine, you are more likely 
to remember what you’ve learned well into the future. 
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1.3 Motivation and Learning 

Motivation plays a crucial role in the learning process. It is the drive that energises and 
directs your behaviour towards achieving goals. Understanding the factors that 
influence motivation can help you maintain engagement with your learning activities. 
 
There are two main types of motivation: intrinsic and extrinsic. Intrinsic motivation 
comes from within; you engage in a task because you find it inherently interesting or 
enjoyable. Extrinsic motivation, on the other hand, arises from external factors such as 
rewards, recognition, or avoiding negative outcomes. 
 
To foster intrinsic motivation, try to: 
 
– Find personal relevance in what you are learning. Relate the material to your interests 
or goals. 
– Set achievable challenges for yourself to create a sense of accomplishment. 
– Cultivate a growth mindset, which is the belief that your abilities can be developed 
through dedication and hard work. 

To effectively utilise extrinsic motivation, consider: 
 
– Setting up a reward system for yourself where you earn a reward for meeting study 
goals. 
– Sharing your learning objectives with a friend or peer who can provide encouragement 
and recognition for your efforts. 
 
Remember that motivation can fluctuate, and it’s normal to have periods where you feel 
less driven. During these times, it is essential to remind yourself of your goals and the 
reasons you are pursuing them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

6 
 

1.4 Advanced Memory Techniques 

In addition to the strategies mentioned above, there are several advanced memory 
techniques that can further improve your ability to learn and retain information. 
 
1. The Method of Loci: This ancient technique involves visualising a familiar place, such 
as your home, and mentally placing the items you want to remember along a path within 
this location. As you mentally walk through this space, you ‘see’ the items and can 
recall them more easily. 
 
2. Peg System: The peg system is a mnemonic device where you associate information 
you want to remember with a pre-learned ‘peg’ list (such as numbers or letters 
associated with rhymes or images). When you need to recall the information, you think 
of the peg and the associated image or rhyme comes to mind, along with the 
information you attached to it. 
 
3. Dual Coding: This approach involves combining verbal and visual information to 
enhance memory. For example, when learning a new concept, you could draw a 
diagram or create a mental image to go along with the verbal explanation. The 
combination of words and pictures is more potent than either one alone.
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4. Chunking: Chunking involves breaking down large amounts of information into 
smaller, more manageable units (or ‘chunks’). This technique leverages the limited 
capacity of working memory by organising information into a format that is easier to 
process and remember. 
 
5. Interleaved Practice: Unlike blocked practice, where you study one topic extensively 
before moving on to another, interleaved practice involves mixing different topics or 
types of problems within a single study session. This method can improve your ability to 
discriminate between concepts and apply the right method to the correct problem. 
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1.5 Reflection and Application 

As you work through these advanced strategies, take time to reflect on how they can be 
applied to your learning process. Consider keeping a learning journal to track your use 
of these techniques and to note any improvements in your memory and motivation. This 
self-reflection will help you become more conscious of your learning habits and identify 
areas for further development. 
 
In conclusion, enhancing your memory and staying motivated are key aspects of 
effective learning. By employing elaborative interrogation, self-explanation, spaced 
practice, motivation strategies, and advanced memory techniques, you will be better 
equipped to absorb, retain, and apply new information. Remember, learning is a skill 
that can be honed and improved with practice and perseverance. 
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Section 1 Quiz 

1. Which of the following strategies involves asking yourself questions about new 
information to create connections with what you already know? 

A. Chunking 

B. Elaborative Interrogation 

C. Dual Coding 

D. Peg System 

2. What is the term for the technique that involves explaining your problem-solving process 
or understanding of a concept to reinforce learning? 

A. Spaced Practice 

B. Peg System 

C. Self-Explanation 

D. Interleaved Practice 

3. Which memory technique leverages the spacing effect by distributing learning across 
multiple sessions? 

A. Method of Loci 

B. Chunking 

C. Dual Coding 

D. Spaced Practice 

4. What is the primary benefit of using the Dual Coding approach when learning new 
concepts? 

A. It creates a sequence of locations for memory retrieval. 

B. It associates information with a pre-learned list. 

C. It combines verbal and visual information to enhance memory. 

D. It organises information into a format that is easier to process. 

5. Which motivational strategy involves setting up a personal system of rewards for 
meeting study goals? 

A. Fostering intrinsic motivation 

B. Implementing spaced practice 

C. Engaging in self-explanation 

D. Utilising extrinsic motivation 
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Answers: 

1. Which of the following strategies involves asking yourself questions about new 
information to create connections with what you already know? 

B. Elaborative Interrogation 

 

2. What is the term for the technique that involves explaining your problem-solving process 
or understanding of a concept to reinforce learning? 

C. Self-Explanation 

 

3. Which memory technique leverages the spacing effect by distributing learning across 
multiple sessions? 

D. Spaced Practice 

 

4. What is the primary benefit of using the Dual Coding approach when learning new 
concepts? 

C. It combines verbal and visual information to enhance memory. 

 

5. Which motivational strategy involves setting up a personal system of rewards for 
meeting study goals? 

D. Utilising extrinsic motivation 

 


