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Film and Society: How Movies Shape Our Worldview- 
Level 2 
Section 4: The Role of Film in Shaping Cultural Identity and National Narrative 

Cultural Identity through Cinema 

Cultural identity is an integral part of a nation’s fabric, and films have long been 
instrumental in both reflecting and shaping these identities. Through the stories they tell 
and the characters they portray, films contribute to the collective understanding of what 
defines a culture or society. They can reinforce national stereotypes and archetypes, 
but they can also challenge and expand them. 
 
British cinema, in particular, has a rich tradition of exploring and representing the UK’s 
national identity. Films like “The King’s Speech” and “Billy Elliot” encapsulate aspects of 
British culture, from historical achievements to class struggles. Through their 
narratives, these films contribute to the reinforcement of a national ethos, celebrating 
resilience, and the triumph of the underdog, which are often seen as quintessential 
British values. 

 

4.1 National Narrative and Film 

The national narrative is a story that a country tells about itself through its history, 
politics, and shared experiences. Film has the power to contribute to this narrative by 
highlighting pivotal events and figures that have shaped the nation’s course. 
Biographical films, historical dramas, and films based on real events often play an 
important role in this context. 
 
A film like “Darkest Hour” showcases a significant moment in British history, creating a 
cinematic portrayal of Winston Churchill and the events of World War II. These 
historical narratives can instil a sense of pride, unity, and identity among viewers, but 
they can also prompt re-evaluation of past events and encourage a more nuanced 
understanding of history. 
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4.2 Representation and Diversity in British Cinema 

Representation in film is critical for fostering a diverse and inclusive cultural identity. 
British cinema has often grappled with questions of representation, striving to reflect 
the myriad communities and experiences within the UK. Films like “Slumdog 
Millionaire” and “Bend It Like Beckham” highlight multicultural aspects of British 
society, while films like “The Imitation Game” address historical figures whose legacies 
intersect with contemporary social issues. 
 
An inclusive film landscape gives voice to underrepresented groups, allowing for a more 
comprehensive portrayal of the nation’s identity. In doing so, it invites dialogue on 
important topics such as race, gender, sexuality, and disability. 
 
 
The Impact of British Film on Global Perceptions 
 
British films have a significant influence beyond the UK’s borders, shaping how other 
nations perceive British culture and identity. The international success of franchises like 
Harry Potter and films like “The Queen” have proliferated images and ideas associated 
with Britain worldwide. 
 
Such films serve as cultural exports that can enhance or challenge global perceptions 
of the UK. They can also play a role in soft power, as they may influence international 
opinions and relations through the medium of entertainment. 

 

Section 4 Conclusion 

Films are a powerful medium for exploring and asserting cultural identity and national 
narrative. They hold the potential to unite and divide, to represent and misrepresent. As 
such, it is crucial to engage with film critically, understanding both its capacities and its 
limitations in shaping societal views. 
 
Through examining the role of film in cultural reflection and narrative construction, we 
gain insight into the complex ways in which cinema influences our collective identity. By 
supporting a diverse and inclusive film industry, we can ensure that the multitude of 
voices and stories within society is heard, contributing to a richer and more accurate 
depiction of our world. 
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Section 4 Quiz 

1. What is the primary way through which films contribute to the collective 
understanding of cultural identity according to Section 4? 

C. By reflecting and shaping societal values through narratives 

 

2. In Section 4, films like "Slumdog Millionaire" and "Bend It Like Beckham" are 
recognized for highlighting what aspect of British society? 

C. The multicultural aspects of British society 

 

3. According to Section 4, why is it crucial to engage with film critically? 

B. To understand the limitations and capacities of cinema in shaping societal views 

 

 

 

 


