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Understanding Criminology: Unveiling the Interplay 
between Crime and Society- Level 2 
 

Section 4: Crime, Society, and Culture 

The interplay between crime, society, and culture is complex and multifaceted, shaping 
and being shaped by each other in countless ways. This section will explore the 
sociocultural aspects of crime, including the role of the media, subcultures, moral 
panics, and community responses to crime. We will also examine how cultural diversity 
impacts the perception and treatment of crime within society. 
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4.1 The Role of the Media in Shaping Perceptions of Crime 

The media plays a significant role in shaping public perceptions of crime and the 
criminal justice system. The portrayal of crime in the news, television, films, and other 
media often emphasizes dramatic and sensational events, which can distort the reality 
of crime rates and the nature of criminal activities. 
 
Media Representation and Public Perception 
 
Media representation of crime can lead to skewed public perceptions, where certain 
crimes are either exaggerated or downplayed. The media tend to focus on violent and 
unusual crimes, which can lead to an inflated fear of crime among the public. This fear 
can influence public opinion on issues like sentencing. 
 
The Impact of Crime Dramatization 
 
Crime dramas and documentaries often dramatize criminal events, sometimes blurring 
the lines between fact and fiction. While these programs can raise awareness of certain 
issues, they may also create unrealistic expectations of the criminal justice system, 
such as the speed and efficiency of crime-solving and the nature of police work. 
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4.2 Subcultures and Crime 

Subcultures are groups within a larger culture that have distinct values, norms, and 
behaviors. Some subcultures may be associated with criminal activities, either as a 
form of rebellion against the dominant culture or as a survival strategy within 
marginalized communities. 
 
The Influence of Subcultural Values 
 
Subcultural values can influence members’ behavior and attitudes toward crime. For 
example, a subculture that values toughness and street credibility may encourage 
aggressive or illegal behavior as a means of gaining respect within the group. 
 
Gang Culture and Criminality 
 
Gang culture is an example of a subculture that is often linked to criminality. Gang 
membership can provide a sense of identity and belonging, but it may also involve 
participation in illegal activities such as drug trafficking, violence, and other forms of 
crime. 
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4.3 Moral Panics and Crime 

A moral panic occurs when a condition, episode, person, or group of persons emerges 
to become defined as a threat to societal values and interests. The media play a crucial 
role in creating and perpetuating moral panics, which can lead to disproportionate 
public fear and policy responses. 
 
Characteristics of Moral Panics 
 
Moral panics often involve media amplification, where the perceived threat is 
sensationalized and exaggerated. They are characterized by a heightened level of 
concern, hostility towards the perceived threat, a consensus that the threat is real, and 
volatility in how the panic evolves and dissipates. 
 
The Consequences of Moral Panics 
 
Moral panics can lead to changes in laws and policies that may be hasty or not fully 
thought through. They can also result in stigmatization and discrimination against 
certain groups who are portrayed as responsible for the panic. 
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4.4 Community Responses to Crime 

Communities respond to crime in various ways, from forming neighborhood watch 
groups to engaging in community policing initiatives. The aim is to reduce crime by 
increasing surveillance and fostering a collective sense of responsibility among 
residents. 
 
The Role of Community Initiatives 
 
Community initiatives can empower residents to take an active role in preventing crime. 
These initiatives may involve partnerships with local law enforcement, educational 
programs, and efforts to improve the physical environment to reduce opportunities for 
crime. 
 
The Impact of Collective Efficacy 
 
Collective efficacy refers to a community’s shared belief in its ability to achieve a 
common goal, such as reducing crime. High levels of collective efficacy have been 
associated with lower crime rates, as community members are more likely to intervene 
in problematic situations and work together to maintain social order. 
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4.5 Cultural Diversity and Crime 

Cultural diversity can affect the perception and treatment of crime within society. 
Different cultural groups may have varying norms and practices, which can lead to 
misunderstandings and conflict with the law. 
 
Cultural Relativism and Legal Standards 
 
Cultural relativism is the idea that a person’s beliefs and activities should be 
understood based on that individual’s own culture. However, legal standards are often 
based on the dominant culture’s values, which can result in cultural practices being 
criminalized or misinterpreted by the justice system. 
 
The Challenge of Multiculturalism in Criminology 
 
Multiculturalism presents challenges for criminology, as it requires an understanding of 
how different cultural norms and values influence behavior and interactions with the 
criminal justice system. Criminologists must be aware of cultural differences and 
ensure that cultural biases do not affect the treatment of individuals from diverse 
backgrounds. 

 

Section 4 Conclusion 

In this section, we have examined the intricate relationship between crime, society, and 
culture. We have explored how the media shapes perceptions of crime, the role of 
subcultures in criminal behavior, the phenomenon of moral panics, community 
responses to crime, and the impact of cultural diversity on the perception and 
treatment of crime. By understanding these sociocultural aspects, we can better 
comprehend the complexities of crime within society and strive for a more equitable 
and effective criminal justice system. 
 
For the next section of the course, we will delve into the experiences of victims within 
the criminal justice system, including the impact of crime on victims and the support 
services available to them. 
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Section 4 Quiz 

1. How does the media influence public perceptions of crime? 

A. By providing factual and unbiased reports of all types of crime 

B. By emphasizing educational content over sensationalism 

C. y focusing on violent and unusual crimes, leading to inflated fear 

D. By minimizing the fear of crime through accurate crime rate statistics 

2. What is one of the roles of subcultures in relation to crime? 

A. To ensure conformity with the dominant culture's legal standards 

B. To provide a support network that discourages any criminal activities 

C. To offer educational programs about the consequences of crime 

D. To influence members' behaviour and attitudes toward crime 

3. What characterizes a moral panic? 

A. A rational and proportional response to a social issue 

B. An exaggerated public reaction to a perceived crime threat, often fueled by the media 
and not based on actual risk. 

C. A focus on long-term solutions rather than immediate reactions 

D. An objective portrayal of the threat by the media 

4. What is collective efficacy in the context of community responses to crime? 

A. The effectiveness of law enforcement agencies in reducing crime rates 

B. The community's shared belief in its ability to achieve a common goal, such as 
reducing crime 

C. The efficiency of the criminal justice system in prosecuting offenders 

D. The individual efforts of residents to protect their own property 

5. What is a challenge that multiculturalism presents for criminology? 

A. Promoting a single cultural norm to streamline legal processes 

B. Understanding how different cultural norms influence behavior and interactions with 
the justice system 

C. Encouraging cultural groups to abandon their norms and values 

D. Ensuring that all cultural practices are aligned with media representations 
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Answers:  

1. How does the media influence public perceptions of crime? 

C. y focusing on violent and unusual crimes, leading to inflated fear 

 

2. What is one of the roles of subcultures in relation to crime? 

D. To influence members' behaviour and attitudes toward crime 

 

3. What characterizes a moral panic? 

B. An exaggerated public reaction to a perceived crime threat, often fueled by the media 
and not based on actual risk. 

 

4. What is collective efficacy in the context of community responses to crime? 

B. The community's shared belief in its ability to achieve a common goal, such as 
reducing crime 

 

5. What is a challenge that multiculturalism presents for criminology? 

B. Understanding how different cultural norms influence behavior and interactions with 
the justice system 

 


